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Principal’s Message  
 

As we head into the last week of school for this calendar year, I am very appreciative of all of the 

hard work that our educators have put into making teaching and learning meaningful and 

effective, all the effort on the part of students to stay engaged and complete the classwork, and 

all of the support and understanding from our parents. We are so fortunate to have so many 

people, students and parents included, giving their all to make the most of a challenging 

situation. I know it is easy to start getting distracted in the days leading up to the break, so 

please do all you can to keep school high on your priority list. With the disruptions and impacts 

of the pandemic on education, we need to make the most of the time we have with students. 

Thank you for staying focused and making the most out of the next week and half. The break is 

coming, and well deserved for all!  

 

I haven’t had any new questions sent in from families, so this is a repeat. There is no new 

information below. I just want to make sure this information is easy to access, and that you have 

the link to send questions in when you have them. 

 
Frequently Asked Questions for Reopening Schools for Students: 
When do we get to bring students back into the building? Does DCD get to come back 
sooner than the rest of GBSD because we are in Clackamas County instead of Multnomah?  
When we are able to meet the metrics, for both counties, we will be able to determine a date to 

start bringing students back. The rules require us to meet the metrics in both counties if we pull 

more than 10% of our students or staff from Multnomah County. At DCD, just under 10% of our 

students, and 48% of our staff, are from Multnomah County, which puts us well over that limit. 

Currently, the metrics do not allow us to start the process of bringing students back, and they 

are trending in the wrong direction to do so.  

 
Where can I find more information about the metrics?  

http://www.gresham.k12.or.us/dcd


There is information posted on our GBSD website: https://www.gresham.k12.or.us/Page/9203 

For more information, see the ODE website: ODE Ready Schools, Safe Learners,  
ODE COVID-19 Metrics Explainer, or Oregon.gov’s info page. If you click on the “School Metrics” 

link on that page, you will see that both Clackamas and Multnomah Counties have metrics that 

are trending in the wrong direction for reopening schools at this point.  

 

Questions that are frequently asked and are still unanswered: 
When will students return to school? 

What will a students’ day look like when we return to in-person learning?  

Will we be doing a cohort/hybrid model, and if so, which cohort will by child be in? 

 

If you have other questions about the potential for bringing students back on-site that you 

would like me to try an answer next week, please use this form to send them to me: Parent 

Questions If you have trouble with the link, you can cut and paste this into your browser 

window: https://forms.gle/9h9Q8XZuG5a7wRYY7 

 

GBSD, and the team at DCD, are committed to doing all we can to bring the best educational 

experience to our students. This includes bringing them back on-site, when it is safe to do so 

based on the guidance from ODE. Please trust we are working hard to be ready for this 

transition when it comes. Thank you for your ongoing support from home in distance learning in 

the meantime. 

 

Ms. Keeton 

 

 

 
 

 
THANK YOU, GRESHAM FORD: 
Did you know that Gresham Ford will donate 10% of the cost of any service or repair work (parts and 
labor) on your vehicle, up to $100?  They will also donate $100 for  any vehicle you purchase, if you 
mention the Tithe Back Program (mention the $100 AFTER the vehicle transaction is completed), and 
indicate DCD as the beneficiary of the program.  What an easy way to support our school!  

 
 

 
 
 

https://www.gresham.k12.or.us/Page/9203
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Pages/Planning-for-the-2020-21-School-Year.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Documents/Following%20the%20Metrics%20Visual.pdf
https://govstatus.egov.com/OR-OHA-COVID-19
https://forms.gle/9h9Q8XZuG5a7wRYY7
https://forms.gle/9h9Q8XZuG5a7wRYY7
https://forms.gle/9h9Q8XZuG5a7wRYY7


DCD YEARBOOK: 
What is missing?  YOUR STUDENT'S PHOTO! 

We are fortunate enough here at DCD to still be able to put 

together a yearbook for this school year.  In order to pull this off, we need your help!  Please 

send in photos of your student doing things they enjoy.  The photos can be of them doing 

school activities or activities outside of school.  They can also use their "flat" DCD Tiger 

cut-out (see below) to pose with them.  Send in your photos as often as you want to: 

cochran21@gresham.k12.or.us  

 

Please send photos with your student's name and a short description of where it is and 

what they are doing.  We look forward to seeing your photos and encourage you to send 

some in as we hope to have good K-8 representation in the yearbook. For more details and 

a printable version of the "flat" Tiger, please see attachment.  

 

 

 

 



THIS WEEK’S ART: 
Mrs. Bergan's art students continue to work on learning about the element of texture. Last week 

students were introduced to the author - Peter H. Reynolds and followed along listening and 

viewing illustrations from two of his books:  The Dot and Ish.  They are both books about young 

artists struggling with finding confidence in their artistic abilities.  Art students were inspired by 

these books and tried out a couple of new paintings that were filled with texture.  One painting 

was of a "dot" that students later added details to create a new work of art.  Great creativity 

artists! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DECEMBER HOUSE COMPETITION: 
Get ready for our December House Competition! Send in a 
photo of your student(s) with holiday decorations or with 
something that they love about winter. The picture could be 
in front of your family tree, outside in front of holiday lights, 
or enjoying a winter activity. We want to see photos of 
everyone enjoying the season! The photos will be shared 
during our virtual assembly during our 8:30 class on Friday, 
December 18th. The assembly will have some other fun 
activities! Upload photos by Tuesday, December 15th to 
this google form, or if you have problems with the form 
email them to pate10@gresham.k12.or.us 

 

 

December House Competition Slide 
 
 
 

 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
Thursday, December 10: DINE AND DONATE-MOD Pizza Happy Valley location, 10:30-close 

Wednesday, December 16:  No school K-8. Curriculum & Instruction Day (K-5),  Grading Day 

(6-8) 

Monday, December 21-Friday, January 1: No school, Winter Break 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeGe2_VzKmF8buMrbGFXK0zjNAboB8Izgrx0naP5TxBp6VMnA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1nlr_pEWfiQfDKxpQ3ycD0BNuUcGwHUj2z3qlJvwXNjg/present?slide=id.gb066106cb2_0_0

